
Galleri Semmingsen focuses on Nordic artists who work with multiple media, including painting, photography, sculpture, 
and paper. Since its opening in 1999, the gallery has primarily emphasized painting as a form of expression. The artworks 
range from the purely conceptual to the classical figurative. Today, the gallery features 30 established artists representing 
diverse expressions and materials. 

For the owner of the gallery, Astrid Hilde Semmingsen, engaging with the audience is essential. She involves achieving  
a cohesive visual display in the home, establishing communication between old treasures, graphics, and photographs.  
“In this way, the home becomes part of a larger narrative, helping us to remember, not forget or hide, the past to which we belong” .

In her role as an advisor to clients, she often mediates between involved individuals to reach a consensual agreement. These 
efforts, whether for a private home, an office or a hotel, require an appreciation of many considerations including personal 
taste, culture, profession, and religion. Successful mediation depends upon establishing a solid foundation of closeness and 
openness. Growing up on a farm in Tynset, Nord-Østerdal in remote eastern Norway, surrounded by expansive mountains 
and towering pine trees, Astrid Hilde developed a deep connection to Nature and its many forceful manifestations. From 
a young age, she began to create and communicate through drawing, painting, and music. She trained in graphics and 
furniture work while also studying marketing, skills that proved valuable for an independent gallerist.

An urge to explore prompted Astrid Hilde to move to Oslo. Here she ran her own framing workshop for several years, while 
also engaged as managing director of the Galleri D40 in the city center. There she gained valuable experience that gave her 
confidence to open her own gallery in 1999.

The journey and connecting to Minneapolis resonates as well with Astrid Hilde on a personal level, because her own 
great-great-grandfather Johan Edvard Grønn made the arduous journey from Røros to Folden, Minneapolis after his 
wife Kirsti died. While Kirsti’s sister Johanna cared for the three children, he sought his fortune to build a farm in America.  
The children remained in Norway. In «The New Land» he found a new wife with whom he had ten more children.

By Trine Thorbjørnsen, (MA) cultural journalist
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